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would shortly reach up to the city wall.   He recalled his
reluctant troops and re-embarked.

The fidalgos wished to land the heavy artillery and
batter down the wall. But it was useless to attempt a siege.
There was not room to stand the bombards on the beach,
nor was there time. As Albuquerque pointed out, it was the
fleet rather than the town that would be besieged if they
lingered at Aden. Wind and water would both fail them
soon. Of the latter they were already short, and the season
of the easterly monsoon was ending. At any moment they
might find themselves deprived of water in a hostile port,
unable either to sail for the Red Sea or to navigate the Indian
Ocean.

They seized the islet of Sirah before they left and captured
thirty-six bombards posted there, then, having no more time
to waste, they burned all the ships of Aden, and sailed for
Bab-el-Mandeb. Two days later saw the fleet anchored
within the straits. It was a great moment. Flags were
hoisted, salvos fired, each quartermaster blew his whistle,
and Albuquerque told the men to say their Creed and thank
the Lord that the Royal Standard of Portugal should be
flown over this landlocked sea where no European fleet had
ever sailed before.

The Red Sea pilots lived on the island of Perim within
the straits. The Portuguese captured one or two of these
as they went through, and demanded to be taken first to a
place where there was water. The fact was that supplies
had all but given out. Rumour had it that there was some
upon the island of Kamaram, but no one knew for certain.
Whether or not they would find food was also problematical.
To plunge into an unknown sea between two deserts was
in the circumstances a venture of faith.

Cautiously the fleet threaded its way along the coast of
Yemen, casting the line continuously, and carefully noting
the depth recorded. Their type of ship was not very handy
in those waters, and Albuquerque said that they must not
sail by night. He told the Arab pilot to make for a port
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